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Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1910. 

Estimate  of  Population.— My  estimate  of  the 
population  is  9,800  at  the  middle  of  the  year.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  say  how  far  this  is  correct  owing  to  the 
changing  conditions  in  the  district. 

Birth-Rate. — During  the  year  there  were  registered 
323  Births,  made  up  of  163  girls  and  160  boys.  In 
Barugh  there  were  registered  115,  in  Darton  189,  and  in 
Kexbro’  19.  For  the  previous  year  the  number  was  346, 
showing  a decrease  for  the  year  of  23.  Eleven  of  the 
births  were  illegitimate,  against  15  the  previous  year. 
The  birth-rate  was  32-4  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
compared  with  a rate  of  36  per  1,000  the  previous  year, 
and  an  average  of  35-7  for  the  last  ten  years.  The 
proportion  of  illegitimates  born  per  100  births  was  3*4. 
The  birth-rate  has  shown  a continuous  tendency  to  fall 
during  the  past  ten  years,  and  it  seems  that  country 
districts  are  following  the  lead  given  by  towns  in  the 
artificial  restriction  of  the  number  of  children  born.  If 
this  restriction  were  due  to  a wise  foresight  reflected  in  a 
lessened  infantile  mortality,  and  a higher  standard  of 
health  among  children  generally,  it  would  not  be  an 
unmixed  curse,  but  there  is  not  much  evidence  of  better 
health  among  children  generally,  and  less  of  any  marked 
reduction  of  infantile  mortality. 
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Death-Rate. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in 
the  district  for  the  past  year  is  131,  compared  with  125 
the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  118  for  the  ten 
preceding  years.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  18-8.  In 
addition  there  were  registered  outside  the  district  11 
deaths  of  residents  here,  making  the  nett  number  142, 
against  136  in  1909.  The  nett  death-rate  was  14*5, 
showing  a slight  increase  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 
This  increase  is  due  altogether  to  the  great  rise  for  the 
year  in  infantile  mortality,  which  I deal  with  later.  Thus 
there  died  last  year  83  persons  whose  age  was  over  one 
year,  whereas  in  the  previous  year  (1909)  there  died  104 
persons  over  one  year  of  age.  So  that  but  for  the 
infantile  mortality  the  death-rate  is  satisfactory.  Of  those 
dying  over  one  year  of  age,  2 succumbed  to  Whooping 
Cough,  5 to  Phthisis,  2 to  other  tubercular  diseases,  being 
7 from  tuberculosis,  compared  with  8 the  previous  year. 
Cancer  caused  6 deaths,  against  6 the  previous  year  ; 
Bronchitis  10,  against  13  ; Pneumonia  9,  against  12  ; 
Heart  diseases  12,  against  5 ; Accidents  6,  against  2.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  keeps  high.  In  1906  there  were  4;  in  1907, 
4 ; in  1908,  9 ; in  1909,  9 ; and  1910,  7.  Of  course  there 
has  been  some  increase  in  the  population,  which  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  The  two  factors  most  concerned 
are  Housing  and  Milk  Supply,  and  in  that  order,  I would 
point  out  that  a new  house  may  easily  be  a bad  house, 
and  that  to  build  houses  with  bed  rooms  that  will  hardly 
hold  a decent  sized  bed,  and  living  rooms  that  will  not 
contain  much  more  than  a table  and  a couple  of  chairs,  is 
to  invite  the  continued  prevalence  of  Consumption  in  this 
district.  With  reference  to  the  Milk  Supply,  it  is  hoped 
that  in  the  future  it  will  be  possible  to  hasten  the  progress 
in  its  improvement  by  the  exercise  of  greater  pressure  on 
the  owners  than  up  to  the  present  has  been  used. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  births 
was  323.  The  number  of  children  dying  under  12  months 
was  58.  This  gives  an  infantile  death-rate  of  179  per 
1,000  children  born— a deplorable  figure  for  a country 
district.  Last  year  the  figure  was  92,  so  that  this  year  it 
was  nearly  double.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten 
years  was  140. 
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Analysis  of  causes  of  death  shows  that  17  were  due  to 
premature  birth,  and  4 to  congenital  causes.  It  is  in 
these  that  the  increase  is  to  be  found.  In  1909  these  two 
causes  gave  rise  to  12  deaths,  in  1908  to  6,  and  in  1907 
to  8.  Again  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  which  in  infants 
should  be  classed  together,  caused  14  deaths  ; in  1909,  6 ; 
and  in  1908,  14.  Diarrhoea  caused  7 deaths,  whooping 
cough  4,  and  convulsions  5.  In  Kexbro’  there  were  12 
births,  and  no  deaths  among  infants.  In  Darton  there 
were  189  births  and  81  deaths,  and  in  Barugh  115  births 
with  27  deaths.  The  infantile  death-rate  in  Darton  and 
Mapplewell  was  164,  whilst  in  Barugh  district  it  was  234. 
Without  laying  too  much  stress  on  the  figures  for  one 
year,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a great  want  of  care  in 
these  last  two  districts.  The  deaths  from  premature 
birth  are  to  be  avoided  by  improvement  in  the  social 
conditions  of  the  mothers.  The  causes  of  these  premature 
labours  are  a lowered  vitality  on  the  part  of  mothers, 
produced  by  overwork  (a  frequent  cause),  drink  and 
disease,  especially  venerea),  and  of  course  criminal  causes. 
It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  not  much  control  over  many 
of  these,  and  up  to  the  present  the  State,  which  should 
deal  with  them,  leaves  them  alone.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  venereal  diseases  (which  do  not  figure  in  the 
returns)  is  responsible  for  some  of  these  infantile  deaths. 
I am  sorry  to  say  that  such  disease  is  not  uncommon  in 
the  district.  It  is,  of  course,  a matter  for  the  State  to 
deal  with,  if  it  thinks  it  worth  while. 

The  deaths  from  diarrhoea  are  not  excessive  as  things 
go,  though  at  the  same  time  there  ought  to  be  none. 
Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  should  not  play  the  part  they 
do  in  the  high  death-rate,  and  when  people  realize  that 
impure  air  and  the  consequent  contraction  of  catarrhs  are 
the  causes,  we  shall  hope  for  some  improvement.  It  is 
looking  far  forward  to  make  a cold  a reason  for  isolating 
the  victim,  but  at  least  the  baby  might  easily  be  isolated 
in  the  house  from  any  inmate  who  has  caught  cold. 
There  were  11  illegitimate  births  during  the  year,  and  4 
deaths  of  illegitimates  under  12  months. 
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The  following  deaths  of  residents  took  place  in  the 
Institutions  named  outside  the  district  : — 

MONTH.  SEX.  ADDRESS.  AGE.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

West  Biding  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Sept.  ...  Male  ...  Staincross Arterio  Sclerosis, 

Epilepsy 

Beckett  Hospital  and  Barnsley  Infirmary. 

Feb.  ...  Male  ...  Staincross...  15...  Appendicitis 
March...  Male  ...  Staincross...  77...  Senile  Decay 
May  ...  Female  . Gawber  ...  63  ..  Cancer  of  Liver 

June  ...  Male  ...  Gawber  ...  38...  Intestinal 

Obstruction 

August...  Male  ...  Staincross...  32...  Epilepsy 
Sept.  ...  Female  . Barugh  Bri.  69...  Senile  Decay 

Nov.  ...  Female  . Staincross...  68...  Senile  Decay 

Dec.  ...  Female  . Barugh  Gr’n  43...  Cerebral  Abscess 

Ken  dr  ay  Hospital. 

— ...  Female  . Darton  ...  3...  Diptheria 

— ...  Male  ...  Darton  ...  54...  Enteric 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — Forty-one  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz.,  14  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
12  of  Diptheria  6 of  Enteric  Fever,  and  9 of  Erysipelas. 
Their  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 

Swithen  Darton  Mapplewell  Higham  Gawber  Kexbro’ 

Scarlet  Fever.  1 ...  9 ...  2 ...  2 ...  0 ...  0 

Diptheria  ...0  ...  9 ..  2 ...  1 ...  0 ...  0 

Enteric  Fever  0 ...  2 ...  1 ...  3 ...  0 ...  0 

Erysipelas  ...0  ...  1 ...  5 ...  0 ...  3 ...  0 

Thirteen  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital — 5 of 
Diptheria,  7 of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1 of  Enteric  Fever. 
One  death  took  place  from  Diptheria,  and  one  from 
Enteric  Fever.  In  three  cases  the  antitoxin  provided  by 
the  Council  was  used  with  good  results.  The  one  death 
from  Diptheria  was  due  probably  to  the  delay  which 
occurred  before  the  child  received  medical  attention. 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING 

YEAR  1910. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

\\W\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 

Water  Supply. — This  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity,  while  as  to  quality  the  only  defect  has  been  the 
presence  of  sediment  during  flushing  operations,  but  this 
has  been  less  marked  than  m former  years.  More  frequent 
flushings  in  summer  time  are  desirable.  No  analyses  have 
been  made,  none  being  required.  All  the  new  houses,  105 
in  number,  have  been  supplied  on  erection.  At  Kexbro’ 
there  are  still  a number  of  houses  where  a supply  ought  to 
be  laid  on. 

Sewerage. — New  Sewers  have  been  laid  in  Pye 
Avenue,  and  all  the  houses  there  are  now  connected  with 
the  sewage  system  — a decided,  if  expensive,  improvement. 
There  are  still  a few  open  sewers,  viz.,  behind  New  Street, 
MappleweJl,  at  Upper  Carr  Green,  at  Hermit  Lane,  and  at 
Bence  Lane,  Kexbro’.  It  is  important  that  these  be 
frequently  cleansed.  That  at  Upper  Carr  Green  is  a 
continual  danger  in  summer  time,  and  really  requires 
radical  alteration. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  new  Sprinkler  works 
exceedingly  well,  and  there  is  not  much  to  complain  about 
in  the  effluent. 

Bye-Laws. — The  Building  Bye-Laws  are  at  present 
under  revision. 

Adoptive  Acts. — A Committee  has  been  appointed 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  putting  into  operation  some 
of  the  recent  Adoptive  Acts,  but  has  not  yet  completed 
its  work. 

Slaughter  Houses. — The  number  on  the  register 
is  8.  One  license  has  lapsed,  and  one  new  license  has 
been  granted  for  one  year  only.  These  premises  are 
regularly  inspected,  both  while  slaughtering  is  being 
carried  on  and  at  other  times,  and  the  condition  of  all  of 
them  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  It  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings  during  the 
year. 
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Cow-Sheds. — There  are  33  in  the  district.  The 
majority  are  fairly  good.  At  preset; t they  are  being 
carefully  inspected  and  measured  up.  Some  require 
considerable  structural  and  other  alterations,  in  which 
improvements  it  is  hoped  the  owners  will  co-operate. 
With  regard  to  the  Milk  Supply,  the  Council  has  given 
authority  for  the  calling  in  of  a veterinary  surgeon  in  the 
case  of  any  cow  suspected  of  giving  tuberculous  milk. 

Dwellings. — The  number  of  new  houses  built  during 
1910  is  105,  one-third  with  four  rooms  each,  and  twTo- 
thirds  scullery  houses.  A number  of  the  former  have  been 
supplied  with  hot  as  well  as  cold  water.  Only  one  or  two 
have  been  fitted  with  baths.  The  abolition  of  charges  for 
water  closets  has  resulted  in  these  being  installed  in  many 
cases.  Thirty-one  new  Water  Closets  have  been  erected 
in  connection  with  new  houses,  and  two  nrivies  in  old 
property  have  been  converted  into  water  closets. 

Overcrowding. — This  has  been  much  reduced  by 
the  erection  of  so  many  new  houses.  There  are  still, 
however,  some  few  cases  remaining  to  be  dealt  with. 
There  is  now  little  excuse  on  the  score  of  scarcity  of 
houses,  and  it  will  be  possible  to  adopt  a stronger  attitude 
in  the  matter. 

Damp  Houses.  — A great  deal  of  improvement  has 
been  effected  in  this  matter  by  putting  up  new  spouting 
and  repairing  that  existing,  in  addition  to  other  means. 
One  house  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  closed. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909.— 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
having  been  appointed  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  survey  of  the  houses  of  the 
district,  a start  has  been  made  at  Carr  Green.  It  is 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  work  in  sections,  and  it  is  hoped 
to  cover  the  ground  at  an  early  date. 

Privies  and  Ashpits,  etc.— Sixty- three  privies 
on  the  Council’s  model  plan  have  been  erected,  with 
corresponding  ashpit  accommodation.  Seven  privies  and 
open  ashpits  have  been  pulled  down  and  similarly 
re-constructed.  A public  urinal  is  about  to  be  erected  at 
Gawber. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Diptheria  antitoxin  has 
been  provided  at  four  depots — at  Mapplewell,  at  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  house ; at  Darton,  at  the  Medical 
Officer’s  ; at  Gawber,  at  Councillor  Hey’s  ; and  at 
Higham,  at  Councillor  Pickering’s.  It  is  hoped  that 
medical  practitioners  will  make  early  and  free  use  of  it. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  close  Darton  Infants’  School  on 
account  of  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough,  from  20th 
June  to  8th  July.  Before  being  re-opened  it  was 
thoroughly  sprayed,  fumigated,  and  cleansed. 

Schools. — I am  glad  to  report  that  the  nuisance 
arising  from  the  pail- system  of  closets  at  Higham  C.  E. 
School  is  about  to  be  remedied,  contracts  having  been  let 
for  the  installation  of  water  closets.  The  new  School 
which  has  been  erected  at  Darton  possesses  very  satisfactory 
sanitary  arrangements,  the  water  carriage  system  being  in 
use.  As  far  as  can  be  seen,  there  is  not  so  much 
prevalence  of  infectious  skin  complaints  among  the  children 
as  in  past  years. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  ten 
Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  district,  their  condition 
on  the  whole  being  good.  They  have  been  frequently 
inspected  and  no  sanitary  defects  found. 

Scavenging. — This  has  been  satisfactorily  carried 
out  during  the  year,  very  few  complaints  having  been  made. 

Nuisances. — During  the  past  year  41  Nuisances 
were  reported  and  88  abated.  Three  notices  were  served, 
resulting  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Council. 

Public  Mortuary. — At  present  there  is  no  Public 
Mortuary.  This  leads  to  the  placing  of  the  body  in 
certain  cases  in  any  available  out-house,  where  the  post- 
mortem examination  has  also  to  be  done,  if  one  is 
necessary.  Both  as  a matter  of  convenience  and  as  a 
matter  of  decency  I think  it  would  be  advisable  to  consider 
whether  one  or  more  might  be  provided. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — This  is  ad- 
ministered by  the  County  Council.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  the  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  and 
the  result. 
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Sanatorium  tor  Consumptives.— As  one  engaged 
in  practice,  it  has  often  been  a disappointment  to  me  that 
the  victims  to  consumption  in  this  district  have  little  or  no 
chance  of  availing  themselves  of  the  only  practical  method 
of  cure— sanatorium  treatment.  I have  come  across  many 
cases  which  I feel  sure  would  have  stood  a good  chance  of 
recovery  under  suitable  conditions,  but  which  had  to  be 
treated  at  home,  and  consequently  went  steadily  down-hill. 
That  there  is  a chance  of  this  being  altered  is  very 
satisfactory.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  a 
Sanatorium  will  be  erected  for  the  Riding,  complete  and 
up-to-dare,  where  the  very  specialized  treatment  for 
consumptives  will  be  carried  out,  and  that  the  reproach  of 
letting  these  sufferers  die,  without  holding  out  a finger  to 
help  them,  will  be  removed. 

I have  to  thank  Mr.  Taylor  for  his  assistance  both  in 
my  work  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Darton, 

9tli  March  1911. 


